Study of lichens flora of Phulchoki showed that this area is rich in the lichen flora. A total of 250 different samples were collected from this area. The identification of collected specimens was done on basis of their morphological, anatomical and inimical studies. The lichens were collected from different altitudinal gradients extending from 1500-2700m. above sea level. The association of lichens with different substrata also studied. A total of 32 species of lichens were identified, which encompass 9 families and 10 genera. Among them family Parmeliaceae was largest.
INTRODUCTION
In Nepali lichens are commonly known as Jhayaoo or Tare. They are dual organisms, i.e. they ae product of mutually benefited two organisms (Sharma, 1995) . It is an association of a fungus (mycobiont) and an alga (phycobiont). Abbout 13,500 to 17,000 species of lichens extend from the tropics to the polar region. In Nepal, 471 spp. of lichens have been reported, of which 48 species are endemic. Baniya (1996) enumerated 99 species of lichens from Sikles and Shivapuri. Lichens are pioneer groups of organism that initiate vegetation in bare area. The components of lichen flora are governed by altitudinal variation. The growth forms of lichen also vary. Usually in Terai and Siwalik belt with alt. upto 1000m. the lichen flora consists of mainly crustose form. At higher alt. they remain either in foliose or fructicose form.
Very little work has been done in Nepal till now. Most of lichens of Nepal were recorded by foreigner as new record to science but not even a single type specimen kept in our herbaria. Most parts of Nepal remain lichenologically unexplored. It is felt that it is an important to make further exploration of lichen in order to make complete study on plant kingdom. So present study was undertaken with the objectives of collection of lichens and their identification.
MATERIALS AND METHODOLOGY
Materials were collected from Phulchoki (Ktm.) during 2 nd Jan. 2003 to 9 th Jan. 2003, by sampling 10m×10m quadrat and 5m×5m sub-quadrat (Vetas, 1997). Lichens growing on different substrata were collected by standwise manner from 15000m to 2700m above sea level. All specimens were dried properly and herbaria were prepared according to method given by Nash et al. (1993) .
IDENTIFICATION
Lichens specimens collected during study period, were identified in the laboratory of the Central Department of Boatny, Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur. Each specimen was identified with the help of their morphology, anatomy, colour reaction, thin layer chromatography, microcrystallography and cross-checking of authentic samples deposited in Central Department of Botany.
To identify each genus and species, the Key to Macrolichens (Awasthi, 1988) and the Key to Microlichens (Awasthi, 1991) have been consulted.
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
A total of 32 species of lichens were identified in present study, which is given below. Their family, from and chemical constituents were also given.
1.
Peltigera polydactyla (Neck.) Hoffm.,
Peltigereaceae
Thallus foliose, photobiont blue-green algae, muscicolous.
Chemical constituents -Tenuionin and Dolichorrhizin.
2.
Parmelia cirrhata Fr. Syst. Orb. Veget., 1:383, 1825;
Parmenaceae
Thallus corticolous, lignicolous, foliose, grey to dark grey.
Chemical constituents -Altranorin, Salacinic acid and protolochesterinic acid.
3.
Parmelia nepalensis Tayl., London J. Bot. 6:172, 1847; Parmenaceae Thallus corticolous, foliose, grey to dark grey Chemical constituents -Atranorin, Salacinic acid, protolichesterinic acid.
4.
Parmelia nilgherrensis Nyl, Flora, 52:299, 1869, Parmeliaceae
Thallus corticolous, foliose, grey.
Chemical constituents -Atranorin, Alectoronic acid, α-collatolic acid. 
Parmelia reticulata

